Commentary

Line 419. Agatha's speech

Agatha is saying that it is a necessary move for Amy to
consult Dr. Warburton, since the family supposes that
Harry's illness is something a doctor can cure; but as it is
not, and is in the region of the supernatural fora the margin
of the impossible') this 'necessary move' is useless. She
makes the same point later when she says 'this is all quite
irrelevant' (I. i. 458).
Line 468. Enter Downing

If Downing seems too good to be true as a chauffeur,
consider him as a Guardian Angel in human form, such as
we meet with in The Cocktail Party. He combines stolidity
with imagination, and efficiency with devotion; he prefers
attending to Harry's car, that it may be ready for his
departure though he has only just arrived, to a friendly
gossip with Mrs. Packell in the kitchen. Audiences feel
that here at last is someone sane and trustworthy; Down-
ing's account of what happened on the liner (when Harry's
wife went overboard) is instinctively accepted by them;
and in spite of what Eliot wrote in his letter to Mrs. Faber,
quoted on page 193, I think the reader may accept it too.
Downing is one of the three who, apart from Harry, is
privileged to see the Eumenides; the others are Mary and
Agatha. Downing sees them even before Harry does (II. iii.
244-6); these three love Harry; if then the Eumenides are
only seen by the eyes of love, it is a strong indication that,
terrible as they may appear, they are there for his good.

On the Aeschylean plane of reference, Downing takes on
the character of Pylades, the inseparable travelling-
companion of Orestes in the Oresteia. But as Pylades only
speaks once, and Downing is quite voluble, the resem-
blance is not very close.

In the original production, the part was played by Mr.
Robert Harris; in a later production by Mr. Victor Lucas,
to whom Eliot wrote:
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